Numbered
Photographs by Uriel Sinai
Text by Dana Doron
"Back in the 70's, I remember
my sister and I went into a bank in the
U.S., and the girl at the counter said, 'Oh,
you tattooed numbers on your arms.
Yours ends with a 4, hers with a 5. THAT'S
COOL!!!". Vera Rosenzweig, Auschwitz
prisoner number A2074, recounts her
tale without much sadness. "We told her,
'That's right, it's cool. It's from a lifetime
ago. It's cool'". She smiles and adds,
"That's just life. It goes on".
Auschwitz prisoners, both Jewish or non-Jewish, were tattooed with
serial numbers, first on their chests and
then their left arms. An estimated 400,000
numbers were tattooed in Auschwitz and
its sub-camps; only some several thousand survivors are still alive today. They
live among people who were not in the
Holocaust, among many who, by now,
know nothing about it. Yet shaving in the
morning, or having ice-cream in the park
at summer, their trauma is there for them
– and for the world to see. Time is evident
in their features, but also in their stories.
The tattoo, given by the Nazis
to erase the prisoner's identity decades
ago, has long since lost that original
meaning, and gained a life of its own. New
interpretations were poured into it. Some
survivors say they enjoy exposing their
arm next to Germans, to see them squirm

when they notice the number. Others say
it is a personal medal, not a scar.
Zoka Levy, Auschwitz prisoner
number A11998, is one of them. When
you knock on her door, you can hear her
talking to someone, saying "Sasha, I'll be
right back, just going to see who it is. You
can stay in the bedroom". If she trusts
you, Zoka will share her secret. Sasha is
not a person – it's her cat, "but I gave it a
man's name. Why should strangers at my
door, like the guy who delivers my groceries, know that this frail elderly woman is
living alone?".
Zoka was 16 when she was
taken to Auschwitz. "For many years after
the war, I couldn't bear to be alone in the
house. I saw all the faces of the SS officers that hurt me on the walls, I could hear
them taunting me. I knew I wasn't crazy,
but I was afraid of losing it, so I made sure
my husband or a friend was always near.
Sometimes I even left the toilet door open
out of fear". At 85, she is more than happy
to announce that she kicked the habit of
needing people around her ages ago. "In
Israel I became a social worker and dealt
with people in harsh circumstances. My
husband was my best friend but since he
died I've been living alone. I never went to
therapy though, it's a personal triumph".

Auschwitz survivor Livia Ravek is photographed with her Grandson Daniel Philosoph on August 31, 2012 in Bnei Zion, Israel. She was
tattooed with #4559 from the Auschwitz concentration camp, Her grandson had the same number tattooed on his arm more then 60 years
after his grandmother.
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If fear is not an issue anymore, as Zoka says, where do the
memories go? "My arm is a monument. I am often asked why I don't
get rid of the tattoo. I tell those
who ask me, 'why should I? It's not
mine to be ashamed of. The people
who branded me as they do cattle
should be ashamed, and others
should see it so they don't forget'.
An old Jewish joke claims,
"if you put 2 Jews in the same
room, they will form 3 rivaling po-

litical parties". Survivors' perspectives on their tattoos prove to be diversified indeed. Ruth Bondy, born
in Prague to a large Jewish family, chose to have her number removed. "I lost my Father in Dachau
and my Mother in Theresienstadt.
Four of us came back from the
Holocaust - My Grandma, my
cousin, my sister and me. 25 were
wiped out. Statistically speaking,
we were a lucky family - after all,
someone survived to tell its story".

In Birkenau she was assigned the number 72430. "Here
in Israel, the Jews asked me,
'what did you do to stay alive?'.
I could see the suspicion in their
eyes - was she a whore? was she
a Kapo (a Jewish prisoner assigned by the Nazis to managerial jobs in the camps). After a year
of this, I chose to get the number
removed surgically. I'm not sentimental about this scar. I don't
regret it. I needed my life back.

Besides, what's in a number?
Compared to the countless people
killed, lost, exterminated. A number is just a number. I don't need
it to remember the Holocaust".
NUMBERED
is
a
documentary project dedicated to the last bearers of Auschwitz tattoos, the youngest
of which are in their early 80's.

TOP: Auschwitz survivor Livia Ravek is photographed
with her Grandson Daniel Philosoph on August 31, 2012
in Bnei Zion, Israel.
BOTTOM: Eli Sagir, granddaughter of Auschwitz survivor
Yosef Diamnt is photographed on September 04, 2012 in
Bnei Zion, Israel.

Yona Diamnt, (L) Eli Sagir and Arik Diamnt, (C) daughter and grandchildren of Auschwitz
survivor Yosef Diamnt are photographed on September 04, 2012 in Bnei Zion, Israel.

Auschwitz survivor Abramo Nacson hugs his grandson Ayal Gelles are photographed on
April 08, 2011 in Bnei Zion, Israel.
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Almost consecutive numbers tattooed on the arms of three prisoners who stood in the same line in Auschwitz, (left) B14594, Menachem Shulovitz, 80 years old, born in Poland, (center) B14595, Anshel Udd Sharezky, 81 years old, born in Poland, (right)
B14597, Jacob Zabetzky, 83 years old, born in Poland, December 31, 2009 in Bnei Zion, Israel. They were strangers at the time, and reunited only a couple of years ago in Israel, following a newspaper interview with one of them. Missing is Jacob's brother,
Shaul Zabetzky, who feels it to painful to discuss the holocaust.
"My younger brother was standing in line in front of me. He is B14596. He wouldn't come here today. He says it's too painful for him - Jacob Zabetzky.
"We were strangers standing in line in Auschwitz, we all survived different paths of hell, and we met in Israel. We stand here together now, after 65 years. Do you realize the magnitude of the miracle?" - Anshel Udd Sharezky.
"I wish my wife was here to see this. If there is one thing I regret, it's not having shared much with her about my past, before she died. " - Menachem Shulovitz.
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76914. Alegra Shami. 84 years old. Born in Macedonia. Holding the only photo she has of her
father August 29th, 2009 in Kfar Sirkin, Israel. She was tattooed with #76914 from the Auschwitz
concentration camp. "When we arrived in Auschwitz, I was 16. They ordered us to stand in a line.
A young woman grabbed me and shouted, 'Reach out your left arm. I'm going to put a number
on it. And you will remember it for the rest of your life - if you survive at all – just for as long as you
manage to survive'. I'm 84 years old. My number: 76914."

B2823. Daniel Chanoch, 78 years old, born in Lithuania is photographed November 5th, 2009 in
Bnei Zion, Israel. He was tattooed with #B2823 from the Auschwitz concentration camp "I saved
myself from sure death when I was 8 years old. That was my defining moment. My mother's womb
gave birth to me, but I owe my life just to myself. "

RIGHT TOP: A2074. Vera Rosenzweig, 83 years old, born in Slovakia is photographed December 25th, 2009 in Bnei Zion, Israel. She was tattooed with #A2074 at the Auschwitz concentration camp. "Do
you know that I don't remember my number by heart? I know there's a 2 and a 7 in it. I guess I don't want to remember it."
RIGHT MIDDLE: A9895, Hanna Tessler is photographed September 03, 2010 in Kvotzat Yavne, Israel. She was tattooed with #A9895 from the Auschwitz concentration camp "In Auschwitz, we asked
when we would get reunited with our parents. An older prisoner looked at me and said, `what are you talking about? Your parents are long gone by now'. She pointed at the dusty clouds coming out of the
crematorium. I asked her what the hell she was talking about. She replied, "Little girl, what do you think they are doing there? Baking bread?".
RIGHT BOTTOM: B11647. Leo Luster, 82 years old, born in Austria is photographed August 8th, 2009 in Tel Aviv, Israel. He was tattooed with #B11647 from the Auschwitz concentration camp. "To me, this
is not a scar. It is a medal. Why should I be ashamed of it? The people who put it there should be ashamed, not me."
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76914. Alegra Shami, 84 years old, born in Macedonia is photographed August 29th, 2009 in Kfar Sirkin, Israel. She was
tattooed with #76914 from the Auschwitz concentration camp. "When I arrived in Auschwitz, I was 16. They ordered us to
stand in a line. A young woman grabbed me and shouted, 'Reach out your left arm. I'm going to put a number on it. And you
will remember it for the rest of your life - if you survive at all just for as long as you manage to survive'. I'm 84 years old. My
number: 76914."

A21576. Lili Fiurst. 80 years old. Born in Transylvania is photographed June 25, 2009 in Bnei Zion, Israel. He was tattooed
with #A21576 from the Auschwitz concentration camp "It's reassuring, having my tattoo At least I won't get lost, wondering
around in old age, my son has my number, he knows it by heart."

www.reportage-bygettyimages.com

A11998. Sophia Joseph, 83 years old, born in Transylvania is photographed
December 18th, 2009 in Bnei Zion, Israel. She was tattooed with #A11998 from
the Auschwitz concentration camp. "I often wonder, if my happy childhood
memories are authentic representations of reality, or if reality is actually what I
went through in Auschwitz…. At the end of the day, I guess they both are real."

128067. Prof. Israel Gutman, Historian, Holocaust researcher. 87 years old,
born in Poland, is photographed July 30th, 2010 in Jerusalem, Israel. He was
tattooed with #128067 from the Auschwitz concentration camp "My number is
meaningless. It doesn't make me special, even if it is a special mark, historically.
It is not the essence of what was Auschwitz. Auschwitz was a lesson in human
dynamics, in man-to-man interactions. It should have given us all, regardless of
race, ethnicity, nationality and gender, important educational, political, social and
humane insights. Hard to say that it did, 70 years after the fact. Most of us still
chose not to listen".

65640. Hanna Rabinovitz, 60 years old, daughter of Leon Klinger - Auschwitz survivor, is photographed September 12th, 2009 in Tel Aviv, Israel. She tattooed her
father's #114923 which he got from the Auschwitz concentration camp "I had
my father's number tattooed on my calf right after he died. People looked at me
as if I was crazy. My daughters' response was touching, though. They looked at
me and said, 'Mom, when you get older, after you pass away, we promise to have
the number tattooed on ourselves, so that no one forgets Grandpa Leon".
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B14597. Jacob Zabetzky. 83 years old, born in Poland is photographed December 31th, 2009 in Bnei Zion, Israel. He was
tattooed with #B14597 from the Auschwitz concentration camp. "During the war people tried to kill me. After the war other
people used to point at my arm and whisper, 'Here's the basket case from the Holocaust'. It's as if the whole world didn't
want me to live to tell".

A11998. Sophia Joseph, 83 years old, born in Transylvania is photographed December 18th, 2009 in Bnei Zion, Israel. She
was tattooed with #A11998 from the Auschwitz concentration camp. "I often wonder, if my happy childhood memories are
authentic representations of reality, or if reality is actually what I went through in Auschwitz. At the end of the day, I guess
they both are real."
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114923. Maurice Aelion, 84 years old, born in Greece is photographed December 14th, 2009 in Bnei Zion,
Israel. He was tattooed with #114923 from the Auschwitz concentration camp when he was 20 years old. "I'd
tell you that being 84 feels just like being 20, but when I was 20 I was a prisoner in the camps. I don't know if
I'm angry, I haven't given it much thought. The past is dead to me."
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