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On January 25, 2011, Egypt
witnessed what will probably
become the most important moment
of modern Egyptian history. A new
uprising added to the ‘Arab spring’,
and the citizens occupied the streets
to precipitate the fall of Mubarak’s
regime, demanding rights, liberty
and democracy for a country which
was tired of repression.
The international community fell in
love with the spirit of an unexpected
revolution that not only showed
the world a new yearning for
democracy and tolerance, but also
demonstrated sufficient power
and organization to bring down
Mubarak’s regime. The idea of a new
emerging and free Egypt appeared
to be a likely future for the most
important Arab power worldwide.
CAIRO, EGYPT – MARCH 22, 2011: A widow attends the morning mass held at the Christian Coptic church of the Meshin Gamblihit district. This Christian ghetto is surrounded by Muslim districts. Most of
the inhabitants of Meshin Gamblihit are Christian Copts.
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However, just three months later,
the lack of democratic culture, the
shadow cast by the powers that
be, and the obvious differences in
faith have woken up the sons of
the revolution from their dreams,
and now they’re suffering a serious
post-traumatic hangover. On March
19, a few days after a massacre
of Christians, an overwhelming
majority of votes endorsed a series
of controversial constitutional
amendments that inclined the
balance of power towards the reIslamization of Egypt advocated by
the Muslim Brotherhood.

CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 24, 2011: A group of Christian demonstrators demanding the end of the discrimination and persecution suffered by the Christian minority of Egypt since the revolution. The
emergence of Salafist leaders in Egyptian public life is perceived as a threat for the Christian minority, spreading fear and uncertainty in the Christian ghettos.
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The denouncements of a campaign
of abusive carried out behind the
scenes by this powerful opposition
group, and the violence and
discrimination defended by the
most extremist Salafists, have
spread a new fear throughout
social networks. Many of them
consider it a betrayal of the spirit of
revolution. Others are convinced
that it represents a blank cheque to
establish a new Muslim republic in
the first Christian country, which is
also the cradle of the teachings of
Islam, a place where the moderate
sector and the Christian minority will
be considered outsiders.

CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 24, 2011: A group of Christian demonstrators demanding the end of the discrimination and persecution suffered by the Christian minority of Egypt since the revolution. The
emergence of Salafist leaders in Egyptian public life is perceived as a threat for the Christian minority, spreading fear and uncertainty in the Christian ghettos.
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The Egyptian revolution offered for
the first time, both to women and to
the Christian community, a chance
to feel part of a nation that previously
ignored, rejected or persecuted
them. However, as veils are lifted
and intentions emerge, the future
is so dark that many citizens are
already regretting that brave January
25.

CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 29, 2011: A panoramic view of the Mokata district. Mokata is one of the main Christian ghettos of Cairo. At the beginning of March, the district suffered an attack by a group of
Muslim radicals, which left 10 people dead, a large number of wounded and several blocks of flats destroyed. Currently, the inhabitants of Mokata live in a permanent state of alarm, in view of the possibility
of renewed attacks.
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CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 22, 2011: A member of the Christian congregation shows an image of St.
George in the Meshin Gamblihit District.

CAIRO, EGYPT – MARCH 22, 2011: A widow attends the morning mass held at the Christian Coptic
church of the Meshin Gamblihit district.

CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 23, 2011: A Christian shows his tattoo with a Christian image engraved in his
arm. He lives in the Christian district of Mokata, which was recently attacked by Muslim extremists.

CAIRO, EGYPT – MARCH 22, 2011: One of the members of the Christian congregation leaves the
Christian Coptic church in the Meshin Gamblihit district. This Christian ghetto is surrounded by Muslim
districts. Most of the inhabitants of Meshin Gamblihit are Christian Copts.
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Fear runs on a par with the
ignorance of a majority towards a
minority, and the lack of confidence
of the latter. Law changes have
turned Christians into aliens in their
own country, and militant Muslims
consider them ‘barely Egyptian’,
while Christians fruitlessly insist
that they are the true past of this
nation, although they have learnt
lessons from history and show their
resignation. Isolated, repressed,
despised, impoverished and without
expectations, many of them have
been doomed to collect litter, and
the old insult “You Pig Christians”
sets the tone for a new persecution
of those who eat the forbidden
animal and live as pigs in rubbish
dumps.
New Salafist authorities are
emerging in rural areas, and impose
Islamic Law without scope for
appeal, while a simultaneous wave
of violence, death and destruction
of churches is taking place, to the
ignorance, impotence or even with
consent of the law enforcement
authorities.
The future is very uncertain for
Egyptian Christians and moderate
Muslims. The stability of this large
oil producing country, heavily
populated, but poor, and of the Arab
region as a whole, is hanging by a
thread, waiting to see whether the
Egyptians decide on their future and
identity by themselves or they let
radicals decide it for them.

CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 23, 2011: A Christian walks through the streets of the Christian district of Mokata. Mokata is one of the biggest Christian ghettos of Cairo, and at the beginning of March, the district
suffered an attack by a group of Muslim radicals, which left 10 people dead, a large number of wounded and several blocks of flats destroyed. Currently, the inhabitants of Mokata live in a permanent state of
alarm, in view of the possibility of renewed attacks.
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CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 24, 2011: The house of Abu Il De Anua, destroyed and
burnt in the latest attack by Muslim radicals on the Christian district of Mokata.

CAIRO, EGYPT – MARCH 24, 2011: Abu Il De Anua holds the remains of a figure of
the Virgin Mary, which was burnt during the latest attack by Muslim radicals to the
Christian district of Mokata.

CAIRO, EGYPT – MARCH 23, 2011: A group of Christian workers rebuild a building from the scratch, which was destroyed during the latest attack by Muslim radicals on the
Christian district of Mokata. Mokata is one of the main Christian ghettos of Cairo. At the beginning of March, the district suffered an attack by a group of Muslim radicals,
which left 10 people dead, a large number of wounded and several blocks of flats destroyed. Currently, the inhabitants of Mokata live in a permanent state of alarm, in view
of the possibility of renewed attacks.
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CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 23, 2011: A young boy at
a computer in a cafe located in the Christian district
of Mokata.

CAIRO, EGYPT - APRIL 1, 2011: Michael in his room, chatting in Facebook. Michael is part of the new generation of Egyptian Christians, and they fear for the future they are facing. Since the referendum
held on March 18-19, the tension between Muslims and Christians has increased in Egypt.
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CAIRO, EGYPT – MARCH 21, 2011: Nabil (R), a young orthodox Christian from Cairo, enjoys an evening at one of the most famous cafes of the City Centre. Nabil participated actively in the Egyptian revolution. He believes
in the possibility of an Egypt without differences based on reasons of faith. However, after the referendum held last March 19, the fear of the possibility of a new Egypt ruled by an Islamic Constitution has opened his eyes
to the difficult situation experienced by his country and, especially, the Christian minorities.
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CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 27, 2011: Yousef Seidhum ranks among the most respected intellectuals of
Egyptian society. He is the editor-in-chief of Watani, the most influential Christian publication in Egypt.

CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 24, 2011: Peter Ramnsi Al Nagar, a Christian lawyer and legal advisor of the
Patriarch of Alexandria. He specializes in law suits involving issues related to freedom of religion.

CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 24, 2011: A journalist of the Christian publication Watani, a weekly magazine
which is the most leading printed medium for the Christian minority. Yousef Seidhum, editor-in-chief,
ranks among the most respected intellectuals of Egyptian society.

CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 24, 2011: Peter Ramnsi Al Nagar, a Christian lawyer and legal advisor of the
Patriarch of Alexandria. He specializes in law suits involving issues related to freedom of religion.
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CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 22, 2011: A Christian leans out of the window of his home in the Meshin
Gamblihit District. This Christian ghetto is surrounded by Muslim districts.

CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 28, 2011: A man resting next to a poster showing one of the martyrs who died
during the latest attack by radical Muslims in Mokata.

ALL FAYYUM EGYPT - MARCH 26, 2011: Father Marcos takes one of the members of the Esbet Shokre
community home in his car, in the rural area of All Fayyum. His community is split into two parts, a
Muslim and a Christian one. Coexistence is not easy, and the constant threats by Salafist Muslims have
sown fear among Christians.

CAIRO, EGYPT - APRIL 1, 2011: Mina and her husband at home, feeding their twins. They are the new
generation of Egyptian Christians, and they fear for the future they are facing. Since the referendum held
on March 18-19, the tension between Muslims and Christians has increased in Egypt.
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CAIRO, EGYPT - MARCH 31, 2011: Thousands of people concentrate at Tahrir square, demanding respect for the values of the revolution. Since the referendum held on March 18-19, the tension between Muslims and
Christians has increased in Egypt. However, the young generations still defend the spirit of the revolution, and advocate a single united Egypt.

www.reportage-bygettyimages.com

Contacts

Reportage by Getty Images
London
Ground Floor
116 Bayham Street
London, NW1 0BA
United Kingdom
Patrick Di Nola
patrick.dinola@gettyimages.com
+44 (0) 20 7428 5256
The full set of 75 images is available via your local
Getty Images office.

www.reportage-bygettyimages.com

