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Currently one rhinoceros is
killed by poachers every 16 hours in
South Africa. Over the last three years,
more than a thousand of the animals
have been slaughtered. In response,
police gunned down 22 poachers and
arrested more than 200 last year. At the
bloody heart of this conflict is the rhino's
horn, a prized ingredient in traditional
Asian medicines. Though black market
prices vary widely, as of last fall dealers
in Vietnam quoted prices ranging from
$33 to $133 a gram, which at the top end
is double the price of gold and can exceed the price of cocaine.
Although the range of the two
African species—the white rhino and
its smaller cousin, the black rhino—has
been reduced primarily to southern Africa and Kenya, their populations had
shown encouraging improvement. In
2007 white rhinos numbered 17,470,
while blacks had nearly doubled to 4,230
since the mid '90s.

A female rhino (left) who 4 months ago survived a brutal dehorning by poachers who used a chainsaw to remove her horns and a large section of bone in this area of her skull in Natal, South Africa on
November 9, 2010.
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Images of a White Rhino mother and calf in the landscape
of iMfolozi Game Reserve in
Natal, South Africa on May
1, 2011. Hluwhluwe iMfolozi
Game Reserve is the worlds
largest repository of Rhino,
with an estimated 2300 rhino
in total, a majority of which are
White with a large contingent
of Black Rhino. This terrain is
considered to be representative of how Rhino have lived on
Earth for thousands of years.
With over 400 Rhino killed for
their horn in 2011 in South Africa alone, the species is racing
towards extinction because of
the insatiable appetite for medicinal Rhino horn amongst the
new Asian elites.
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A secret, secure Rhino horn safe which functions as a half-way storage for horns collected from National and Provincial
Parks within South Africa on May 5, 2011.

A de-horned Rhino skull in the bushveld at Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park, South Africa on November 8, 2010.

For conservationists these numbers represented a triumph. In the 1970s and '80s,
poaching had devastated the two species.
Conservation groups were able to convince
several consuming nations to crack down on
the sale of rhino horn, including China and
Yemen. Now, however, much of the trade centers on Vietnam, where rhino horn has been
recently rumored to be used as a traditional
treatment for cancer.
Meanwhile, in South Africa, attracted
by spiraling prices—and profits—crime syndicates began adding rhino poaching to their
portfolios. Rhinos have been targeted on private game ranches, provincial reserves, and
especially in the country’s vast Kruger National Park. South African authorities have

and decrease speculation.
In the meantime, the killings continue, the carcasses pile up, and the world’s
rhino population shrinks toward oblivion.

responded by sending military units to bolster
patrols and instituting a shoot-poachers-onsight policy. Private activists have responded
to the crisis, helping train and equip game
rangers and boosting education campaigns in
communities that live close to wildlife.
Amid all these efforts to combat
poaching, some game farmers are questioning the international ban on selling rhino horn.
They point out that unlike elephant ivory, rhino
horn can be sustainably harvested without
hurting the animals and that the horns will
grow back fully in two years. Allowing the sale
of responsibly harvested horn would make
the animals attractive to farmers, who would
be incentivized to invest in better security, and
legalized trade would allow prices to stabilize

Brent Stirton’s photographs, published in National Geographic March 2012, won the World
Press Photo first prize for Nature stories. Peter
Gwin, who authored National Geographic’s story, is writing a book entitled Rhino Wars: A Journey into the Violent Underworld of Black Market
Medicine, to be published in Fall 2012.
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A White Rhino skin is salted for
curing after a morning hunt on
Dawie Groenewald's hunting
estate in Messina, South Africa on March 25 2011. South
African hunting laws currently
allow for an unlimited number
of White Rhino hunts annually.
The hunts cost an average of
$50 to $70 000 but the horn of
a large Rhino can sell for up to
$300 000 thus there is a large
loophole in the law for Asian
hunters and horn traffickers to
exploit. Groenewald along with
his wife and 11 of his employees are currently accused of
involvement in the illegal Rhino
Horn trade. He is suspected
of killing a number of rhino on
his farm and de-horning them
without permits for the conservation authority. Groenewald
denies this but has become the
posterboy for the Rhino poaching epedemic sweeping South
Africa. He is free on bail and
authorities have not confiscated his helicopter or his guns.
He continues to conduct hunts
on his property for a majority
Vietnamese and Eastern European clientele. Groenewald
claims that he would prefer to
conduct green hunts, with anathetics administered by dart
and subsequent dehorning
replacing killing the animal but
admits that there is a section of
the Asian marker that prefers
horn that comes from an animal which has been shot.
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FAR RIGHT: A man holds up a
large Rhino horn in the African
bush, the horn has just been
removed from a White Rhino in
order to save it from poaching
in Klerksdorp, South Africa on
March 25, 2011. Rhino horn is
now worth more than gold on
the international market. 100
grams of Rhino horn in Vietnam
sells for $2500 to locals and
over $8500 to foreign buyers,
these are the prices consistently offered to our investigative team in meetings with 5
seperate dealers across the
country.
TOP: A White Rhino snared
and killed for its horns 5 days
before on Selati private game
reserve in the Hoedspruit area
of South Africa on April 9, 2011.
This animal was one of two
to die this way in a two day
period. Rhino killing has now
become opportunistic in Africa with many poachers who
previously would only snare
smaller animals trying to take
advantage of the Asian market
for Rhino horn. The pursuit of
rhino horn has moved beyond
the realm of professional hunters into a much larger circle
with links to organized crime.
BOTTOM: A Black Rhino Bull
that has been shot 4 times by
poachers and had the stump of
its horn removed in Save' Valley Conservancy, Zimbabwe
on April 23, 2011. This Rhino
had already been de-horned
by a vet in order to deincentivize poachers on the property
but the poachers shot him anyway and brutally removed the
stump of horn that remained.
He was left for dead but was
found wandering through the
bush approximately 4 days after the incident, his face bleeding and screw-worm breeding
in the wound.
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The world's largest White
Rhino breeder, John Hume, 69,
looks out at a few of his 500
plus White Rhino as they come
in from grazing on his 6500
Hectare ranch for a daily snack
of lucerne mixed with game
pellets on March 19, 2011 in
Nelspruit, South Africa. A self
made multi-millionaire, Hume
is a controversial character
in the conservation world.
He advocates a sustainable
consumption of rhino horn as
a renewable resource as a
method to combat the plague
of poaching which killed 333
rhino in South Africa in 2010,
the highest ever figures and
the fastest acceleration of the
killing of these unique animals
in history. John Hume is adament in his believes that the
insatiable Asian demand for
Rhino horn and the subsequent illegal slaughter can only
be curbed by a sustained, humane harvesting of horn from
Rhino kept on large grazing
farms by professional farmers
for the purposes of commercial
conservation. The rise of the
Asian middle class, in particular China and Vietnam, combined with recent clampdowns
on permits for legal Rhino hunting, has seen the price of Rhino
horn sky-rocket to a level comparable with gold. John Hume
has stated that he has well over
$25 million worth of Rhino horn
which is legally permitted and
locked away in bank vaults
across South Africa, waiting for
a day when he hopes it will be
legal to trade.
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The newly formed IAPF, The
International
Anti-Poaching
Foundation, leading a Probono training workshop for
Rhino protection for Rangers
who have come from all over
Zimbabwe on April 5, 2011 in
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe. Led
by Australian Damien Mander,
31, a former Special Operations soldier in the Australian
military, the IAPF is teaching
anti-poaching
techniques
which include tracking, selfdefence, observation positions, weapons training and
patroling techniques including
tracking, ambush and arrest
techniques. The work is largely
pro-bono and is supported by
donations. Mander has used
his own money to start the
organization. Rangers in Zimbabwe have little access to
automatic weapons and good
training and are struggling to
contain rampant Rhino horn
poaching across the country. Zimbabwe has significant
Black Rhino numbers, of which
there are now less than 3500
left in the world today.
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A 3 week old Black Rhino Calf
born at the Victoria Falls Private Game Reserve, Zimbabwe on April 25, 2011.
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TOP FAR LEFT: The International Anti-Poaching Foundation leading a Pro-bono training workshop for Rangers who
have come from all over Zimbabwe on April 5, 2011 in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe. Led by
Australian Damien Mander, 31,
a former Special Operations
soldier in the Australian military, the IAPF is teaching antipoaching techniques which
include tracking, self-defence,
observation positions, weapons training and patroling
techniques including tracking,
ambush and arrest techniques.
TOP LEFT: "Rambo," a 9
month old White Rhino orphan
is raised by hand on a game
farm outside of Klerksdorp
after being abandoned by his
mother at 5 days old in Klerksdorp, South Africa on March
25, 2011. When he was found,
Jackals had already begun eating his tail. He is now 200 kilograms and quickly becoming
too big to handle safely.
BOTTOM FAR LEFT:
Dehorned White Rhino come in
from grazing to be fed nutritious Lucerne and game pellets
on Mauricedale, the 6500 hectare game ranch of the world's
largest White Rhino breeder,
John Hume, on March 19, 2011
in Nelspruit, South Africa.
BOTTOM LEFT: The International Anti-Poaching Foundation leading a Pro-bono training workshop for Rangers
who have come from all over
Zimbabwe on April 5, 2011 in
Vistoria Falls, Zimbabwe.
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A White Rhino cow is dehorned as a precautionary
anti-poaching measure on a
game farm outside of Klerksdorp, South Africa on March
25, 2011. The Vet's assistant
is seen holding the horns for
an identity picture while the
Vet does a final check on the
animal. Rhino Poaching has
reached epedemic proportions
in South Africa, with 334 killed
in 2010 and over 400 killed
in 2011. Many game farmers are increasingly turning to
de-horning their animals as
a protective measure against
poaching. A 2 year study in
Zimbabwe on the effects of
de-horning has revealed no
negative repercussions to
the animal, and has seen less
animals killed through fighting
and horn damage. A large horn
grows back after 5 years to its
full size without trauma to the
animal and thus can be seen
as a renewable, sustainable
resource for the Asian markets
if legalized. At this time the only
legal means to obtain a horn
in South Africa is through a
permitted hunt with a member
of the conservation authority
present. This means that the
animal has to die before the
horn is available. Statistics on
poaching prove that the lack of
access to legal horn has seen
poaching become common
practise and the price of Rhino
horn has reached an all time
high, surpassing that of gold.
The counter argument to dehorning for profit is that it will
lead to an interference in the
natural world and an abuse of
the resource in terms of animal
treatment. Most Vets across
South Africa have adopted dehorning as a neccesary antipoaching technique to save
the animals from being killed
for their horn.
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A Black Rhino captured for
Translocation at HluhluweiMfolozi Park, South Africa on
November 7, 2010. This park
is famous for its translocation
programs which saved the
Southern White Rhino from
extinction. WWF is involved
in funding for security operations in the Park and also creates new Black Rhino population in an effort to replicate the
success of the White Rhino
translocation program. The
Black Rhino remains critically
endangered in Africa today.
247 Rhinos have been killed
for their horns so far in 2010 in
South Africa, a tenfold increase
over previous years. WWF's
Black Rhino Range Expansion
Project (BRREP) is successfully expanding the range of
the Black Rhino outside of the
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife protected areas into private- and
community-owned land. BRREP project manager, Jacques
Flamand, said: Our approach is
to develop strong partnerships
with communities and private
owners. They must comply
with strict criteria regarding the
management of Black Rhino
from security to land size - before we move the animals onto
their land. The project has increased the Black Rhino population and reduced its critically
endangered status. Black Rhino require an extensive range
in northern KwaZulu Natal the
carrying capacity is 300 to 400
hectares per Black Rhino. The
Black Rhino is a flagship species that attracts tourists and
helps extend the conservation
footprint in this region.
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A Black Rhino in transit after being captured for Security Translocation at Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park, South Africa on November
7, 2010. This park is famous for its translocation programs which saved the Southern White Rhino from extinction. WWF is
involved in funding for security operations in the Park and tries to create new Black Rhino populations in an effort to replicate
the success of the White Rhino translocation program. The Black Rhino remains critically endangered in Africa today, with
less than 3500 surving now. Demand for Rhino horn has never been higher and relocation of these animals to secure locations is now an every day part of ensuring their survival.

A Rhino inside the capture Bomas at Hluhluwe Umfolozi Game Reserve waiting to be transported to St Lucia as part of a
translocation program designed to distribute both Black and White Rhino to secure locations within South Africa on April 29,
2011.
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FAR LEFT: A piece of Rhino
horn sits on a table in a backroom out of sight of the public
in a traditional medicine shop
in Saigon, Vietnam on October
4, 2011. Rhino horn is illegal
in Vietnam yet sells for around
$2500 per 100 grams for locals
and for as much as $8500 per
100 grams for foreigners.
TOP: A wealthy Vietnamese
woman sits and grinds Rhino
horn for her personal consumption in a roadside cafe in
Baoloc, Vietnam on October
6, 2011. The dealer who sold
her the horn sits next to her.
Rhino Horn is an illegal substance in Vietnam yet both the
woman and her dealer have no
fear of the police, grinding the
horn in a cafe in full view of the
street. The dealer states that
he pays $1500 a month to the
right people and they can carry
on with impunity. The woman
says that it has cured her Kidney Stones and now she takes
it daily for her general health.
Rhino horn is generally used
as a fever reducing agent and
for the removal of toxins across
Vietnam, the biggest market for
horn today.
BOTTOM: A man weighs an
illegal piece of African rhino
horn in the back of a tailors
shop in Hanoi, Vietnam on October 10, 2011. He attempted
to sell the 135 grams of horn
to the photographer for $8500.
He says he sells to local vietnamese for $2500 for the same
weight. Rhino horn is a banned
substance in Vietnam but this
country is one of the illegal
trade's biggest customers.
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A four man anti-poaching team
permanently guards a Northern White Rhino on Ol Pejeta
Conservancy in Kenya on July
13, 2011. The Ol Pejeta Conservancy is an important nonprofit wildlife conservancy in
the Laikipia District of Kenya
and the largest sanctuary for
black rhinos in East Africa. It
is also the home of 4 of the
world's remaining 8 Northern
White Rhino, the worlds most
endangered animal. There has
been an increase in poaching incidents on Ol Pejeta recently, in line with a massive
worldwide increase in rhino
poaching linked to the rise in
the Asian middle class. Antipoaching teams provide close
protection to the rhino, with 24
hour observation over all rhino
on Ol Pejeta and 24 hour armed
guard protection over the 4
Northern White Rhino who are
kept in their own Boma area.
The team have developed extraordinary relationships with
these Rhino, leaning on them,
scratching them and displaying tremendous affection towards these most endangered
of animals. Each of the men in
these teams feels a genuine
vocation towards the protection of these animals, something the rhino seem to sense,
and this emerges on a daily
basis as the men walk with the
rhino through their day.

www.reportage-bygettyimages.com

Contacts

Reportage by Getty Images
New York
75 Varick Street
New York, NY 10013
USA
Lauren Steel
lauren.steel@gettyimages.com
646 613 4161
PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL OFFICE FOR THE FULL EDIT OF 92 IMAGES

www.reportage-bygettyimages.com

