Inside Iran
Photos by Anonymous

An Intimate Look at Life
in the Islamic Republic
Satellite dishes are illegal to own in Iran,
a result of government efforts to restrict
access to news from the outside world. And
yet the apartments of Tehran are sprinkled
with them like rooftop gardens, clusters of
reflectors aimed toward space as plants grow
toward light.
In Iran, it is forbidden for men to consort
with unveiled, unrelated women, and yet off
the coast of Qeshm Island, young couples
embrace during evening swims, beyond the
prying eyes of adults and morality police.
Homosexuality is also illegal in Iran, technically punishable by lashing or death. But
behind closed doors, gay Iranians smoke,
drink and flirt at discreet house parties.
In all societies there exists a contradiction
between the law and human behavior, but
this disparity exists in sharp relief in Iran,
home of the notorious Gashte Ershad and
vigilante offshoots who enforce their strict
interpretation of modest dress. And so, for
many Iranians, particularly the young, life
finds its fullest expression at the boundaries
of official sanction.
The country’s rules of public behavior are
matched in their stringency by the government’s media censorship. Foreign press in
Iran operate under strict constraints, which
has created a one-dimensional image of the
country in international media, one dominated by women in chadors, scurrying across
public markets. (Cont'd on next page)

Men from Tehran eat ash, a traditional Iranian dish, in Javaher Deh, Iran. The man seen in the middle has a bandage from a nose job operation he recently underwent. As smaller, 'Western' noses become more fashionable, Iran has one of the highest rates of nose surgeries in the world. Bandages from nose jobs are often
proudly worn as a sign of wealth and class.
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This photoessay, made by a photographer
who wishes to remain anonymous for security
reasons, aims to depict a more intimate side of
Iranian life, from family picnics to underground
parties to a young couple’s evening meal at
home. As quotidian as these scenes seem,
they are images the Western viewer scarcely
encounters, due not only to censorship but also
to the narrow appetite of international news
coverage, focused as it is on geopolitics.
Outside the home, the photographer also spent
time in places of worship, including those of
Iran’s officially recognized religious minorities:

Persian Jews, Armenian Christians and Zoroastrians.
Zoroastrianism is the country’s oldest religion,
predominating in ancient times before the Islamic conquest of Persia. After centuries of persecution and forced conversion, there are just
over 25,000 Zoroastrians in Iran, a large community of which exists in Yazd, 650 kilometers
south of Tehran. There, the photographer visited
a Zoroastrian temple, where worshipers pray
before a fire that has burned for more than 700
years, regarded as an agent of spiritual purity
and medium of divine wisdom. The flame sits

in a cauldron at the center of a darkened room
-- the environment to which the human spirit,
in this country, must so often retreat to express
itself.
These photographs were made in early-to-mid
2013. Contact your local Getty Images representative for the full edit of available images.

Top right: Iranian Jews pray at a
synagogue during Shabbat services
in Esfahan, Iran. The country is home
to one of the largest Jewish communities in the Muslim world, despite Iran's
conflict with Israel.
Far left: Armenian Christians light candles in the Georg Church during services in Esfahan. There are over 80,000
ethnic-Armenians in Iran, making them
the largest Christian denomination in
the country.
Above: People visit and pay respects
to the graves of Iranian nuclear scientists, Majid Sahriyari, who was killed
in a car bomb attack, and Darioush
Rezaeinejad, who was shot dead in
Tehran, in unexplained assassinations.
Right: Zoroastrians tend to a holy fire
that has been burning for hundreds of
years at a temple in Yazd, Iran. Zoroastrianism was the dominant religion
in ancient Persia before the arrival of
Islam.
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A family warms up by a fire and smokes water
pipe during a picnic in Kelardasht, Iran.

www.reportage-bygettyimages.com

Top left: Iranian women ride a 3D
rollercoaster simulator in Tehran.
Top right: Iranian women walk amid
lights and decorations during a ceremony commemorating the anniversary of the martyrdom of Fatima,
the "mother of Imams" and the only
surviving daughter of Muhammad,
in Kashan, Iran.

Lower left: Iranians sit on a carnival ride in Nowshahr, Iran.
Lower right: A family gathers
around a water pipe in an outdoor cafe in Kelardasht, Iran.
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A man tries to beat the high score of the game
"Hill Climb Racing" on his tablet while his wife
prepares dinner in the kitchen in their home in
Amol, Iran.
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Top left: A woman holds a portrait
of her brother who is currently
living abroad, as she marries on
his behalf during a wedding ceremony in Tehran. The groom is
listening in from abroad over the
phone, as he is unable to return
to Iran for political reasons and
cannot be present.
Top right: Under the cover of
dusk, Iranian youths wander out
for a night swim, a couple secretly embrace and kiss, away from
the prying eyes of adults and the
morality police in Ramchah, a
village in Qeshm Island, located
in the Strait of Hormuz.

Lower left: Gay youth drink and
smoke marijuana during an illegal
party inside a house in Tehran.
Homosexuality is illegal in Iran.
When asked if revealing their identities would endanger them, the
photojournalist was told that they
"they were already at the mercy of
the government, and it was better
for the outside world to know who
we are."
Lower right: At dusk on the
Caspian coast, a woman smiles
as she tries to tame her headscarf
as it comes undone in the wind in
Mahmoud Abad.
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